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(54) MAP DISPLAY DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To support the multilateral understanding of 
a target by transferring map data and aerial photographic 
data stored in a composite storage means as divided 
blocks and displaying a map and an aerial photograph on 
a display device together one over the other. 
CONSTITUTION: The map display device uses a buffer 
memory 22 as the composite storage means for storing 
the map data and aerial photographic data regarding the 
same area in a pair. Further, a central processing unit 23 
is provided with a display control function which 
transfers the road map data and aerial photographic data 
stored in the buffer memory 22 to an image memory 9 as 
divided blocks and displays the map and aerial 
photograph on the display device 5 one over the other. 
Either of the road map and aerial photograph is displayed 
selectively on the display device by the specification of 
a display mode and while both of the road map and aerial 
photograph are compared mutually on the same screen, 
the target is multilaterally searched for and found. 
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On the one hand, when a composite display mode of a road 
map and an aerial photograph is selected, only periphery of 
an estimated present position of a vehicle is displayed with 
an aerial photograph against a background of a road map, as 
shown in steps (106) , (107) . That is, as to data in the buffer 
memory 22, road map data is block-transferred except a center 
portion of the screen, and also about the center portion of 
the screen, aerial photograph data is block-transferred. For 
this reason, road map data and aerial photograph data are 
sectioned in predetermined regions and stored in the image 
memory 9, respectively, and at the same time, the display device 
5 displays such an image that an aerial photograph is set in 
the center portion of a road map, as shown in Fig. 3. 
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